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I AM - The Greatest Battle of Your Life 

Unit 5: Accountability 

Lesson 2:  Own It - Taking Responsibility for Our Actions 

The Cave of Wisdom 
 

The Cave Opening: The Burning Bush   

Welcome back to the cave of “Disobedience”.   “It’s not my 

fault!”  Denying our actions and passing blame on to 

someone else is a failure to take responsibility for failing to 

do what God wants us to do.  You may think you can hide 

from the truth and no one will find you out.  Or you may 

think you can blame someone else, like your parents or 

others.  But you will not be able to continue forever in 

denial.  Sooner or later, God will place you in a situation that 

demands responsibility be taken.  

And along with responsibility comes accountability for your 

actions.  When we face the “Burning Bush”, we must 

remember that God knows everything about us.  We cannot 

hide facts from Him. Our only true action is to take 

responsibility, ask forgiveness for failures, and seek God’s 

strength in the future to prevent another failure. Only then 

will we be able to achieve the dream in God’s mind for us. 

Failure to follow God’s directions separates us from him as 

we become disobedient.  No one else can take the 

responsibility for our disobedience.   
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In our lesson today, we see that the disobedience of anyone 

in a family can cause disaster for the entire family and 

severe results for the one failing.  

Circle of Fire:  Doing what God wants us to do. 

Scripture:  Joshua 6 & 7 - In Joshua chapter 6, the Israelites 

destroyed Jericho.  Joshua issued God’s command to the 

people on the seventh day of encirclement as recorded in 

Joshua 6:17-19, “The city and all that is in it are to be 

devoted to the Lord … keep away from the devoted things, 

so that you will not bring about your own destruction by 

taking any of them.” But something went terribly wrong.  

Jericho fell, but in the next battle against the city of Ai, 

Joshua sent three thousand men against the city and they 

were soundly routed. Joshua fell on his face and cried out, 

“Lord, why do you deliver us into the hands of the 

Amorites?”   What had happened? Who was responsible?  

In Joshua 7:10, 12 we see the key verse for us to achieve 

God’s dream for us: The Lord said to Joshua, “Stand up! 

What are you doing on your face?  … I will not be with you 

anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted 

to destruction.”  Notice that Joshua did not possess any of 

the devoted items, yet he was left to defeat in battle, and 

others had died.  Who will take responsibility for this 

disaster?  No one came forward, but Joshua had to find out. 

We are not told in the scripture how God selected the tribe, 

clan, family, and man to identify Achan as the disobedient 
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person, but as they were brought forward, God revealed the 

source.   

Note that Achan had several opportunities to confess, but 

chose to try to hide from the truth. After being identified, 

Achan confessed responsibility, but it was too late to avoid 

accountability.  Confession without repentance is hollow.  

Achan, his family, and his possessions were stoned for his 

action. Then God delivered the city of Ai into Joshua’s hands. 

Biblical Character:  Joshua – leaders are responsible for the 

actions of their followers. If you are going to take a 

leadership role in life, remember that failure by those under 

you is your failure as well. Joshua took action to correct the 

failure and prevent future ones by the people under his 

command.  We should also remember that as a follower, our 

actions impact not only ourselves, but others. You are 

responsible for your actions, and will be held accountable by 

God! 

Dress a student as Achan lying on the floor as if just stoned 

to death.  Use ketchup as blood and waded paper bags as 

stones.  Act the part of Joshua when he receives word of the 

defeat at Ai. Joshua 7: 6-9 gives the details of his response. 

Give God’s response to Joshua in verse 10 … “Stand up! 

What are you doing down on you face?”  This sounds like 

the words of God to Elijah in the cave where he hid from the 

queen of Israel.  Elijah had given up hope and so has Joshua.  

Both men knew that their power came from God, but 

thought they no longer had God’s power.  Sometimes in our 
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own caves, we need to be reminded that God is still with us, 

even when things go wrong.  We only need to seek Him and 

remove that within us which is devoted to evil destruction.   

Show the video “The Sin of Achan”.  Those that are a part of 

the body are responsible for their actions and will be held 

accountable. Explain that Achan wanted the royal fabric and 

gold to enhance his standing in the tribe … pride.  

Modern Character(s):  President Richard Nixon.  Leaders are 

responsible for actions of others. Show the video “Nixon 

Resigns”. Show other videos depicting young people doing 

wrong and being punished. 

The Tribe: Disobedience separates us from God.  

Craft:   “Dream Deed”. When we buy a car, a title is made 

to prove we own the property. For a house, there is a deed. 

But there is no piece of paper to prove our ownership in the 

Dream God has for us. To be accountable for one’s actions, 

one must take ownership. So this craft creates a “Dream 

Deed” for members to claim. See Appendix 8 Craft for 

“Dream Deed Print Sheet”. 

Recreation Activity: “Truth or Consequences”. See 

Appendix 6 Recreation, for instructions. 

 


